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of materials at bis disposal thoso best calculated to represent the actual condi¬ 
tion of medico-legal knowledge, and has arranged these in a manner calculated 
to present the requisite information with that clearness and precision so essen¬ 
tial in an elomentnry treatise. 

In the edition beforo us, tho work has undergono throughout a careful Tevi- 
sion, while many and important additions have beon maao to it. It may,in 
consequence, bo considered a most faithful exhibition of logal medicine as 
actually received by our own profession, and confirmed by tho latest decisions 
of tho criminal courts. 

From tho comprehensiveness of tho author's text, tho labours of tho Ameri¬ 
can editor “havo boon principally confinod to a careful revision of tho toxt, the 
incorporation of tho adaondu, and tho introduction of occasional brief notes of 
recent cases and decisions, and roforonces to others, ns well as to somo of the 
papers and works of interest which havo been presented sinco tho dato of the 
author’s preface." 

Tho additions and references of tho editor aro not, howovor, without value: 
they render tho treatise a moro completo exponent of tho actual condition of 
mcaical jurisprudence. D. F. C. 


Art. XXIX.— Physician's Tabulated Diary, designed to facilitate the Study of 

Disease at the Bedside. By a Physician of Virginia. Richmond, Vo.‘ J. V. 

Randolph, 185G. 

Tub keeping of n very full record of tho enses that fall undor his care should 
never bo ncgleotcd by any physician, but moro especially bv thoso who have 
hut recently entered upon the duties and responsibilities of the profession. It 
is only by pursuing this course that tho medical man can acquiro readily and 
fully that clinical skill in tho detection, diagnosis, and treatment of disoases so 
essential to his accomplishment's a safe and successful practitioner. 

Few, unfortunately, are sufficiently impressed with tho importance of record¬ 
ing their cases to bo willing to dovoto to it tho necessary timo and labour; 
while oven thoso who do record their observations, soldom do so at tho time 
they are actually mado, but at a subsequent poriod, from memory alone, when 
important facts may havo been forgotten, and thoso romombored, imperfectly 
described. Anything, consequently, that may have a tendency to induce physi¬ 
cians to keep a truo clinical record of their cases recoivcs our cordial approba¬ 
tion. . As a means, therefore, to this ond, wo feel constrained to recommend 
tho diary before us. It presents for each day eighteen blank spacos. The first 
boing for tho date of visit, and tho name, age, sox, occupation, oto. of the 
patient; the second, for tho hour of visit, and locality; tho third, for tho date 
of attack; tho fourth, for tho seat of pain; tho fifth, for tho decubitus and 
aspect of patient; the sixth, seventh, and eighth, respectively, for stnto of 
tonguo, skin, brain, and nervous system; the ninth, for gastro-intestinal symp¬ 
toms; tho tenth and eleventh, for tho signs and symptoms derived from the 
respiratory system; tho twelfth and thirteenth, for tho signs and symptoms 
derived from the oirculatory svstem; tho fourteenth, for tho genito-urinary 
symptoms ; tho fifteenth, for too name of tho disoaso; tho sixteenth, for the 
state of sleep; tho seventeenth, reference to authorities, eto.j and the eigh¬ 
teenth, for treatment. 

An appondix is added, for certain records “which are required but once for 
each .patient, or which could not bo entered into tho diary;” such as thermo- 
metrical and barometrical observations, chemical and microscopical observa¬ 
tions, previous history of pationt, and post-mortem observations, . 

That a more simple and systomatio diary than that of tho Virginia Physician 
could not very easily be prepared wo shall not assert; yet wo are convinced 
that even woro tho one beforo us used by tho generality of practitioners in the 
different sections of our country, “ materials would he accumulated for analysis 
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jnd gonofali*atloi» 1 w which could not fail “ In time, under tho auspices of 
medical associations,” or in tho hands of some industrious member of the pro* 
fession, “to groatly elucidate questions of medical topography, etiology,patho¬ 
logy, and therapeutics." 1). F. 0. 


Art. XXX .—The Causes and Curative Treatment of Sterility, with a Prelimi¬ 
nary Statement of the Physiology of Generation. With colored Lithographs 
and numerous Wood-cut Illustrations. By Augustus K. Gardner, A.M., 
M.D., etc. otc. etc. 8vo., pp. 170. Now York: Dowitt & Davenport, 185G. 


That Dr. Gardner has presented a vory fair exposition of tho present state 
of our knowledge in relation to tho physiology of generation, and the causes 
and treatment of sterility, wo very freely admit. Whether, howeror, tho pro¬ 
fession was in want of a work of tho character of that boforo us, is a question 
that will admit of somo doubt. Wo find in it nothing that is original, nothing 
with which overy well-informed physician is not perfectly familiar. 

Wo lmvo a right to presume that tho work was intended solely for the profes¬ 
sional cyo, and yot wo are at n loss to concoivo what could lmvo induced the 
author to supposo that tho slightest degree of instruction would bo communi¬ 
cated tooithcr medical student or praotitioncr by tho colourod lithograph which 
fronts tho titlo-pogo, or by ono or raoro of thoso which follow. 

From tho manner in which tho work is got up, and a oortain tone which 
pervades it, wo vory much fear that it will attraot tho attention and bo oagorly 
sought aftor by a class of rcadors upon whom it cannot fail to exorb a baneful 
influence, Howovor sound tho physiological viows it sots forth, however true 
the facts and statements it dotails, howovor sound tho ouratiyo directions it 
presents, to tho popular reader tlicso will convoy but littlo information from 
which ho can dorivo any direot practical advantago. To the physician, all that 
the work contains, whether now or old, was already attainablo. from sources 
not easy of access to thoso who would seek them only to gratify a prurient 
imagination, and into which tho innocent and unconsoious would scarcely 
penetrate. t # .... 

There is much within tho scopo of medical scionco which, while kept within 
its legitimate limits, is neither offonsivo to good taste, tp delicaoy, or to morals, 
hut which, whon obtruded boforo tho public oyo, with every allurement to 
attract tho observation of tho curious and suscoptiblo, may bo productive of 
much and sorious ovil. D. 0. 


Art. XXXI .—New Elements of Operative Surgery. By Alp. A. L. M. Vel¬ 
peau, Professor of Surgionl Clinique, oto. oto. Carefully revised, ontiroly 
remodelled, and augmented with “ A Treatise on Minor Surgory.” Illus¬ 
trated by over 200 engravings, incorporated with tho toxt; accompanied with 
an Atlas, in quarto, of 22 Plates, representing the principal oporative pro¬ 
cesses, surgical instruments, oto. Translated, with additions, by P. S. 
Townsend, M. D., oto., undor tho supervision of, and with notes and obser¬ 
vations by, Valentine Mott, M. D., oto. Fourth edition, with additions, 
by George 0. Blackman, M. D., Professor in tbo Medical College of Ohio, 
Surgeon to tho Commercial Hospital, oto. In 3 vols. 8vo. pp. 970, 911, and 
992 respectively. Samuol S. & W. Wood: Now York, 1856. 

As a mattor of course, there is but littlo to say about a now edition of the 
American translation of Velpeau's great work on Oporative Surgery, oxcont in 
regard to tho additions of tho now editor. Tho previous editions havo been 
long known and appreciated by tho profession; and tho present ono will bo 



